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Harding hoped later to establish an hydraulic apparatus,
which would avoid all fatigue and loss of time, for the
inhabitants of Granite House.
The settlers soon became habituated to the use of this
ladder. They were light and active, and Pencroft^ as a
sailor, accustomed to run up the masts and shrouds, was
able to give them lessons. But it was also necessary to
give them to Top. The poor dog, with his four paws, was
not formed for this sort of exercise. But Pencroft was
such a zealous master, that Top ended by properly per-
forming his ascents, and soon mounted the ladder as
readily as his brethren in the circus. It need not be said
that the sailor was proud of his pupil However, more
than once Pencroft hoisted him on his back, which Top
never complained of.
It must be mentioned here, that during these works,
which were actively conducted, for the bad season was
approaching, the alimentary question was not neglected
Every day, the reporter and Herbert, who had been voted
purveyors to the colony, devoted some hours to the chase,
As yet, they only hunted in Jacamar wood, on the left of
the river, because, for want of a bridge or boat, the Mercy
had not yet been crossed All the immense woods, to
which the name of the Forests of the Far West had been
given, were not explored. They reserved this important
excursion for the first fine days of the next spring.